Going Deeper
Daniel 3
Throughout history men have gained and kept power through the threat of imprisonment and death.

Think of every position of power here in our culture – CEO’s, political leaders, pastors, parents,
principals, etc. How do people leverage fear to gain and keep power?

What kinds of fear are most real to you and how does it try to control your life?

How does perfect love cast out fear?

1 John 4:16

So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides

in God, and God abides in him. 17 By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment,
because as he is so also are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do
with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. 19 We love because he first loved us.

Nebuchadnezzar asserts that “there is no other God that is able to saves in this way.” What does this
mean?

Read Hebrew 2:14

14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death

he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear of death
were subject to lifelong slavery. 16 For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of
Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful
high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For because he himself has suffered when
tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.

Read 1 Corinthians 15:50-58
50

I declare to you, brothers and sisters, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable
inherit the imperishable. 51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— 52 in a flash, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be
changed. 53 For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 54 When the
perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come
true:
“Death has been swallowed up in victory.”[h]
55
“Where, O death, is your victory?
Where, O death, is your sting?”[i]
56
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ.
58

Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the
Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.

How does the resurrection free us from the power of fear?

